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support  they need to help them  deliver their  educat ion and t raining 

program m es to learners.  

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com .  

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  the content  of this 
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Gen er a l  

 

As in previous years, this year ’s exam  paper consisted of three sect ions 

which were to be at tem pted in 2 hours and 15 m inutes. The three sect ions 

were designed to assess candidates’ reading com prehension, writ ing abilit y 

and knowledge of gram m ar respect ively.   

 

 

Sect ion  1   

 

This sect ion was designed to test  candidates’ reading com prehension 

through six quest ions which covered a variety of bullet  points. They were 

required to respond with answers based on the inform at ion in the text  but  

in their  own words and style. 

 

The passage was an art icle published in ‘Arabic Writ ings’ 10 th edit ion, 1981-

Qatar. I t  was t it led ‘The duty of youth’. The topic was well chosen and 

contained a num ber of aspects about  youth’s upbringing, expected 

m anners/ behaviour and their duty towards their  society and count ry as a 

whole. I t  was a good exam ple that  reflected students’ different  reading and 

understanding abilit ies. The length of the passage was adequate to the task 

and candidates were able to perform  this task in the required t im e.  

The m ajority of candidates showed good understanding of the quest ions. 

Most  were able to locate the r ight  answers for the quest ions in the text . 

Many used their  own style and words and hence secured good m arks. This 

year’s perform ance was undoubtedly bet ter than previous years. One good 

explanat ion is that  candidates felt  related to the topic since it  talks about  

youth. Another possible explanat ion is the Arab spring which is current ly 

taking place in the Arab world and is m ainly lead by youth. The overall 

perform ance and responses to the quest ions were sat isfactory and showed 

a good im provem ent  which reflects bet ter preparat ion of students than in 

previous exam  series.  

 

Very few candidates found it  diff icult  to use their  own words and/ or organise 

their  thoughts. They copied wording from  the passage and/ or gave answers 

that  were not  direct ly related to the text . Others chose to express their own 

opinion. Those were a m inorit y and had lower scores as a result .  

 

 

Sect ion  2   

This sect ion was m ade up of a short  passage called ‘Coffee on the wall’ 

which appeared in ‘Al Anssari’ publicat ions in 2009. The story was about  a 

couple of m en who entered a coffee shop and not iced one custom er at  a 

t im e drink one cup of coffee but  pay for an ext ra cup. The waiter then st icks 

a piece of paper on the wall which reads ‘A cup of coffee’. This cup of coffee 

is later offered to som eone who cannot  afford to pay for it .  The m oral of the 

story is that  som e people give without  wait ing for a reward or want ing to be 

known. While the waiter acts as a m edium  that  helps in the process without  

asking for anything in return. Candidates were required to answers two 

quest ions about  the text . The quest ions were designed to test  candidates’ 

level of reading abilit y as well as their writ ing skills.   

 



 

 

Qu est ion  1  was a st raight forward test  of candidates’ reading 

com prehension and abilit y to respond in good language and style. They 

were asked to sum m arise the story by highlight ing the characters who 

part icipated in the act  of giving. Those who m issed out  on highlight ing these 

characters or who sum m arised the story as if it  happened to them  had 

lower scores.  

 

Qu est ion  2  required a m uch deeper understanding of text  where 

candidates had to write a short  story based on the them e and the m essage 

of the text . The m ost  successful candidates were those who m anaged to 

write a short  story in line with the spir it  of the given text . Many of the less 

able candidates understood the quest ion but  were unable to write a story in 

line with the them e of the given text . Som e other candidates wrote a 

related story but  m issed out  on highlight ing that  giving in this case should 

be by people who do not  m ake them selves known or visible. Those 

candidates were not  able to secure the 10 m arks allocated to the quest ion.   

 

 

Sect ion  3   

 

This sect ion was designed to test  candidates’ knowledge of Arabic gram m ar. 

I t  contained four quest ions to cover a wide range of gram m at ical areas. 

Candidates’ responses showed great  knowledge of gram m ar especially in 

the last  quest ions. Som e of the answers provided by som e candidates were 

accepted in the m ark schem e as it  showed a higher level of knowledge 

previous exam  series. Many answers were thorough and reflected a higher 

level of teaching and preparat ion. Very few candidates were weak in 

gram m ar. 

 

 

 

  



 

I t  is im portant  that  candidates equip them selves with sufficient  inform at ion 

in preparat ion for the writ ing exam .  Teachers m ay wish to consult  the new 

Edexcel I nternat ional GCSE Arabic – First  Language student  book published 

in June 2011:   

 

ht tp: / / www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/ Secondary/ ModernLanguage

s/ I GCSE/ EdexcelI GCSEArabic1stLanguage/ EdexcelI GCSEArabic1stLanguage.

aspx  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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